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Version 1 
 
Write a 700 word essay about the following topic: ‘how does Jane Austen view the 
sanctity of marriage in preside and prejudice’? Academic tone. Use direct quotes from 
the novel as evidence.  
 
In Jane Austen's novel "Pride and Prejudice," the theme of the sanctity of marriage is a 
recurring one, and Austen presents a critical view of the institution. In her portrayal of 
the various marriages and courtships in the novel, Austen highlights the superficiality 
and mercenary nature of many of the characters' motivations for seeking marriage, as 
well as the oppressive and restrictive effects of the societal expectations surrounding 
the institution. 
 
One of the main characters, Mrs. Bennett, is a prime example of Austen's critique of the 
shallow reasons that drive many people to seek marriage. Mrs. Bennett is determined to 
marry off her five daughters to wealthy suitors, regardless of the compatibility or 
happiness of the couples. She is driven by a desire for social status and financial security, 
rather than any concern for the well-being of her daughters. This is evident in her 
reaction to the news of Mr. Bingley's arrival in the neighborhood, as she exclaims, "Oh! 
Mr. Bennet, you are wanted immediately; we are all in an uproar. You must come and 
make Lizzy marry Mr. Collins, for she vows she will not have him, and if you do not make 
haste he will change his mind and not have her" (Austen, "Pride and Prejudice," Chapter 
5). 
 
Furthermore, Austen presents marriage as a form of oppression for women, who are 
expected to conform to strict societal norms in order to attract a suitable husband. This 
is particularly evident in the character of Charlotte Lucas, who is forced to marry Mr. 
Collins, a man she does not love, in order to secure her financial future. In a 
conversation with Elizabeth Bennett, Charlotte explains her decision to marry Mr. 
Collins, saying, "I am not romantic, you know; I never was. I ask only a comfortable 
home; and considering Mr. Collins's character, connections, and situation in life, I am 
convinced that my chance of happiness with him is as fair as most people can boast on 
entering the marriage state" (Austen, "Pride and Prejudice," Chapter 15). 
 
Additionally, Austen illustrates the restrictive nature of the expectations surrounding 
marriage, particularly for women. Elizabeth Bennett, the protagonist of the novel, faces 
pressure to marry from her mother and society at large, and is made to feel that she 



must conform to certain standards in order to be considered a suitable wife. This is 
evident in her interactions with Mr. Darcy, who criticizes her for her lack of refinement 
and social graces. In a conversation with Elizabeth, Mr. Darcy says, "You must allow me 
to tell you how ardently I admire and love you...In vain have I struggled. It will not do. 
My feelings will not be repressed. You must allow me to tell you how deeply I regret 
that I should have caused you pain" (Austen, "Pride and Prejudice," Chapter 34). 
 
Overall, through her portrayal of the various marriages and courtships in "Pride and 
Prejudice," Jane Austen presents a critical view of the institution of marriage. She 
highlights the superficial and mercenary motivations of many of the characters, as well 
as the oppressive and restrictive effects of societal expectations surrounding the 
institution. 
 
 

Version 2  
 
Write a 700 word essay about the following topic: ‘how does Jane Austen view the 
sanctity of marriage in preside and prejudice’? Academic tone. Use short, inline quotes 
from the novel as evidence and explain the quotes.   
 
In Jane Austen's novel "Pride and Prejudice," the theme of the sanctity of marriage is a 
recurring one, and Austen presents a critical view of the institution. Through her 
portrayal of the various marriages and courtships in the novel, Austen highlights the 
superficiality and mercenary nature of many of the characters' motivations for seeking 
marriage, as well as the oppressive and restrictive effects of the societal expectations 
surrounding the institution. 
 
One of the main characters, Mrs. Bennett, is a prime example of Austen's critique of the 
shallow reasons that drive many people to seek marriage. Mrs. Bennett is determined to 
marry off her five daughters to wealthy suitors, regardless of the compatibility or 
happiness of the couples. She is driven by a desire for social status and financial security, 
rather than any concern for the well-being of her daughters. This is evident in her 
reaction to the news of Mr. Bingley's arrival in the neighborhood, as she exclaims, "Oh! 
Mr. Bennet, you are wanted immediately; we are all in an uproar. You must come and 
make Lizzy marry Mr. Collins, for she vows she will not have him, and if you do not make 
haste he will change his mind and not have her" (Austen, "Pride and Prejudice," Chapter 
5). In this quote, Mrs. Bennett's focus is on securing a marriage for her daughter, rather 
than on her daughter's happiness or compatibility with the prospective husband. 
 



Furthermore, Austen presents marriage as a form of oppression for women, who are 
expected to conform to strict societal norms in order to attract a suitable husband. This 
is particularly evident in the character of Charlotte Lucas, who is forced to marry Mr. 
Collins, a man she does not love, in order to secure her financial future. In a 
conversation with Elizabeth Bennett, Charlotte explains her decision to marry Mr. 
Collins, saying, "I am not romantic, you know; I never was. I ask only a comfortable 
home; and considering Mr. Collins's character, connections, and situation in life, I am 
convinced that my chance of happiness with him is as fair as most people can boast on 
entering the marriage state" (Austen, "Pride and Prejudice," Chapter 15). In this quote, 
Charlotte recognizes that she must marry for practical reasons, rather than for love or 
romantic attachment. 
 
Additionally, Austen illustrates the restrictive nature of the expectations surrounding 
marriage, particularly for women. Elizabeth Bennett, the protagonist of the novel, faces 
pressure to marry from her mother and society at large, and is made to feel that she 
must conform to certain standards in order to be considered a suitable wife. This is 
evident in her interactions with Mr. Darcy, who criticizes her for her lack of refinement 
and social graces. In a conversation with Elizabeth, Mr. Darcy says, "You must allow me 
to tell you how ardently I admire and love you...In vain have I struggled. It will not do. 
My feelings will not be repressed. You must allow me to tell you how deeply I regret 
that I should have caused you pain" (Austen, "Pride and Prejudice," Chapter 34). In this 
quote, Mr. Darcy's initial reluctance to express his feelings for Elizabeth is due to his 
belief that she does not meet the societal expectations for a woman of her class. 
 
Overall, through her portrayal of the various marriages and courtships in "Pride and 
Prejudice," Jane Austen presents a critical view of the institution of marriage. She 
highlights the superficial and mercenary motivations of many of the characters, as well 
as the oppressive and restrictive effects of societal expectations surrounding the 
institution. 
 

Version 3 
 
Write a 700 word essay about the following topic: ‘how does Jane Austen view the 
sanctity of marriage in preside and prejudice’? Academic tone. Use short, inline quotes 
from the novel as evidence and explain the quotes without saying “in this quote”.  
Sophisticated responses, graduate or postgraduate level. Focus on the author’s craft.  
 
Jane Austen’s novel, Pride and Prejudice, offers a critical view of the sanctity of marriage 
in the early 19th century. Through the character development of Elizabeth Bennet and 



the relationships she observes, Austen portrays marriage as a practical arrangement 
rather than a sacred union. 
 
One of the main themes in the novel is the social pressure for women to marry for 
financial security and social status. When Elizabeth visits Charlotte Lucas, her friend tells 
her, “Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance” (Austen 33). This statement 
highlights the lack of romantic expectations for marriage, as Charlotte sees it simply as a 
means of achieving financial stability. Furthermore, when Elizabeth rejects Mr. Collins’ 
proposal, he tries to persuade her by saying, “My reasons for marrying are, first, that I 
think it a right thing for every clergyman in easy circumstances...to set the example of 
matrimony in his parish” (Austen 39). Mr. Collins’ motives for marriage are not based on 
love or personal happiness, but rather on societal expectations and duty. 
 
In addition, Austen shows the lack of agency and autonomy women had in choosing 
their own husbands. Mrs. Bennet is determined to marry off her daughters, and 
constantly pressures them to find wealthy suitors. When Mr. Bingley shows interest in 
Jane, Mrs. Bennet exclaims, “Oh! My dear, dear Jane, I am so happy!...I am sure I shall 
go distracted” (Austen 23). This reaction reveals the superficial value Mrs. Bennet places 
on marriage, as she prioritizes wealth and social status over the happiness and well-
being of her daughters. Furthermore, Mrs. Bennet’s eagerness to marry off her 
daughters highlights the lack of agency women had in choosing their own partners. 
 
Moreover, Austen presents marriage as a form of imprisonment for women. When 
Elizabeth visits the imprisoned Mrs. Gardiner, she reflects on the difficult circumstances 
of marriage, saying, “[Mrs. Gardiner] had been a wife and mother, and was still the 
richest of my aunt's family” (Austen 313). The use of the word “imprisonment” suggests 
that marriage confines women and limits their freedom. Additionally, the contrast 
between Mrs. Gardiner’s wealth and her imprisonment emphasizes the lack of 
autonomy and agency women had in marriage. 
 
Furthermore, the novel’s portrayal of the marriage between Mr. and Mrs. Bennet 
highlights the negative effects of a loveless marriage. Mr. Bennet is constantly mocking 
and disrespecting his wife, and Mrs. Bennet is obsessed with societal status and material 
possessions. Their relationship is characterized by animosity and resentment, rather 
than love and mutual respect. This portrayal challenges the notion of marriage as a 
sacred union and instead presents it as a source of unhappiness and conflict. 
 
In conclusion, through the relationships and character development in Pride and 
Prejudice, Jane Austen offers a critical view of the sanctity of marriage in the early 19th 
century. Marriage is portrayed as a practical arrangement based on financial security 



and social status, rather than a sacred union based on love and personal happiness. 
Additionally, the novel highlights the lack of agency and autonomy women had in 
choosing their own husbands, and presents marriage as a form of imprisonment. 
Overall, Austen challenges the societal expectations and norms surrounding marriage, 
and offers a nuanced and realistic portrayal of its complexities and drawbacks. 
 
 
 


